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Participant Observation 
[bookmark: _GoBack]          Participant observation is a research method in anthropology which involves attempts of an investigator to join and gain social acceptance by an alien group or foreign culture hence getting an opportunity to gather a comprehensive knowledge of the entire internal structure of the group involved. Participant observation is portrayed clearly in the Donnie Brasco (1997) film with Donnie working as an undercover FBI agent but assumes the role of a criminal Donnie and works with the aging gangster Lefty Ruggiero. However, his role is to gather information about the mafia and help the FBI reach it easily. 
           Yes, I agree this is a good data gathering strategy.  Some of these well-structured and organized mafia can’t be reached by law enforcement team easily. They have highly trained personnel who remain loyal to the rules of the mafia. Therefore, introducing an inside job personnel to act as a criminal and partner with the mafia makes it easy to get details about their operations. In the movie, Donnie is playing his risky role pretty well as he records information via wiretap recording leading to the exposure of the mafia.  
         Nevertheless, working with criminals, Donnie had to encounter various challenges like possessing criminal behavior that he pretended to be and ended up striking his wife. As part of proving loyalty to the crew, Donnie is expected to help in cleaning up bodies of Sonny Red and Nicky after being killed by the crew. Also, he is required to search and kill Sonny Red’s son, Bruno. These are not roles of an FBI agent but his assumed role as a criminal and part of the crew forces him to undertake the tasks as a prove of his loyalty. He becomes the criminal he pretends to be and out of lack of self-control, he strikes his wife. Aside from participant observation, video surveillance can also be an effective ways Donnie Brasco would have used to collect data. 
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